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in the great historical Religions, but also in this "scientific""
outlook.

Let us first examine the sense in which Universal
Religion is possible. Realization of God, which gives the
individual a secure basis for an integrated and harmonious.
life, is purely a personal matter; and it cannot be imposed
on the individual through any social institutions. No
amount of external institutional instruction can guarantee to
the individual the synthesis of values and the poise between
reason and love, which it involves. God has to' be realised.
by the individual through an inner awakening and an earnest
search and effort. Institutions at best can serve as tools;

for interchange of experience. But God-realization always
reniains a personal matter. All that can be done through.
social effort is the creation of an atmosphere, which will
facilitate such realization. It cannot be directly made-
universal.

In so far as Religion consists of certain dogmas, beliefs,.
creeds and rituals, it has no potentiality to become universal.
This aspect of Religion is directly derived from the diverse
traditions, which are peculiar to the different peoples of
the world. And the futility of the proselytising propaganda.
which has been vigorously carried on by the followers of
different religions for centuries should be sufficient to con-
vince us of the impossibility to secure for this aspect of
Religion universal acceptance. That is why Meher Baba
does not attach any importance to dogmas, beliefs, creeds-
or rituals.

It is neither desirable nor possible for any one historical
Religion to become universal by extirpating other -religions.
The universal religion, as foreshadowed in the Teaching of
Meher Baba will synthesise and not merely blindly reject, the
values of the various historical Religions. The historical
Religions are all paths towards the Truth. But the tragedy
about their actual functioning has been that they have